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Sept. 21: Members of the Confederation for Democratic Unity, a group made up of union leaders,
religious and youth groups, were received together by President Lt. Gen. Prosper Avril and the coup
leader, Sgt. Joseph Hebreux. Sept. 22: Three former civilian presidential candidates and leaders of
political parties issued a joint statement asserting their support for the new government. Marc Bazin,
Louis Dejoie and Gerard Gourgue, urged Avril to "lead the country to economic progress," restore
the "democratic process" and "maintain dialogue with the various sectors of the country to assure
a peaceful and democratic transition." At a news conference, participants at the Sept. 21 meeting
expressed caution about Avril, citing his associations with the Duvaliers and Henri Namphy's
regime. However, they asserted that they were giving their full support to the noncommissioned
officers whom they described as having a joint role in governing the country. According to reports in
the capital, the commander of the garrison at St. Marc a small coastal town 60 miles north of Port au
Prince was dismissed by some of his men who support the new government. [On Sept. 21, soldiers
and thugs linked to a local Tonton Macoutes group who were reportedly unhappy with the reformist
preferences of the new regime attacked pro-government demonstrators, killing one and wounding
three.] Operators at Teleco, the state telephone company, went on strike to demand the dismissal
of the director of international service. Sept. 23: The government ousted 29 military officers in an
apparent attempt to placate disgruntled soldiers. Sept. 24: Mob killings, house-wrecking, strikes
by public employees, and military mutinies have halted. Avril shares an office in the presidential
palace with Sgt. Hebreux, a 27-year-old medic. Hebreux reportedly greets visitors and attends
meetings with Avril. According to the New York Times (09/25/88), in the past week nearly 60 army
officers were retired or otherwise removed from the armed forces. As of yet, there has been no
apparent effort to disarm or arrest Tontons Macoute. No action has been taken against former Gen.
Claude Raymond, an ex-army chief of staff during the Duvalier dictatorship. Raymond is widely
believed to be the nominal head of the Tontons Macoute, and suspected of playing a major role
in the massacre which led to aborting the elections last November. A decree that would put the
constitution back into effect has not been issued. The noncommissioned officers have called for
about 20 reforms, mainly focused on benefits and working conditions within the armed forces. On
Saturday morning the military government announced the appointment of Carmen Christophe
as mayor of Port au Prince. Christophe, in her 50's or early 60's rose from poverty to become a
millionaire via a gambling racket and loan- sharking. Christophe, who recently established a social
welfare foundation with a million dollars of her own money, was reportedly the choice of the
sergeants. Sept. 25: In a joint statement, Haiti's eight Roman Catholic bishops expressed a guarded
support for the "humanitarian" orientation of the new government, but called on the regime to
demonstrate its commitment to improving the lives of ordinary Haitians. The bishops said that the
only way the new government would prove itself worthwhile is if it dismantles the dictatorship of
the past 30 years. According to the communique, the dismantlement would involve substantive
changes in the country's judicial system; and, total disarmament and prosecution of the hundreds
or even thousands of Tonton Macoutes, removing Duvalier loyalists from government posts and all
public employment. Next, the communique called for a "plan of national salvation" to assist Haiti's
destitute population, and implored international donors to continue the flow of aid to Haiti. Avril
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and Sgt. Hebreux paid a visit to the survivors of the Tontons Macoute massacre on Sept. 11 at the
St. Jean Bosco Church in Port au Prince. In that incident 13 people were killed, and 77 wounded.
Hospital employees said the general and the sergeant arrived unannounced in a motorcade of
limousines and walked through a ward. An estimated 3,000 persons attended a mass on the patio
of the Jean Bosco Church, destroyed in the Sept. 11 massacre to celebrate the downfall of Gen.
Henri Namphy. After the mass, an estimated 1,500 persons, including survivors of the massacre,
marched 12 km. to a Catholic school in the suburb of Petionville, where they were received by the
pastor of Jean Bosco, the Rev. Jean-Bertrand Aristide. The priest has not appeared in public since the
attack on the church. He spoke briefly to the crowd from a balcony, surrounded by several priests,
monks and laypersons. Sept. 26: No violence was reported in the capital. Strikes calling for dismissal
of managers resumed at the state-run telephone company and flour mill. For a few hours, postal
employees walked off the job. On Monday morning, the government announced the dismissal of
the state prosecutor. Observers said that the move was in response to one of the Catholic bishops'
demands disseminated the day before. A former presidential candidate, Sylvio Claude, told the New
York Times that Avril had said it might be possible to hold elections in 2-1/2 years. Louis Dejois, a
leading presidential candidate in the aborted November elections who was scheduled to see Avril
on Monday, said he had requested that Hebreux be present. He told the Times: "The sergeants have
said publicly that they are the ones who made General Avril president. So it is only sensible that the
political leaders asks to see the head of the revolt, the sergeant." Dejois said he wanted elections in
six months but would settle for having them within a year. (Basic data from several reports by AFP,
AP, New York Times)
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